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South Africa the Kaffirs considerably outnumber the
Europeans.* The influx o£ the Indian labourers in that
country has further complicated the issue.f But the Euro-
pean, because of his greater ability and political supremacy
has, for the present at least, thrown the question into
insignificance. Lately the question of the rights and
privileges of the Indian population has assumed considerable
importance. The compromise arrived at as «'i result of
the Habibullah doputation (1926-27) has made the solution
o£ the problem easier. Yet the future is full of difficulties
and it will be an interesting achievement of modern
politics to settle the question satisfactorily.
(H) The Influence of Language and Literature,
No other question has offered greater difficulties in the
formation of unions and federations than the divor&ity of
languages vis-a-vis literature. It is only by correctly
understanding and appreciating the views o£ others that
we can at all arrive at unity of purpose, and as these views
are expressed by speech or in writing" the question of
language acquires very great importance. No pcoplo ^ill
readily agree to give up their language and literature, nor
it is physically possible and practicable to force a whole
people into adopting an alien language as their own.
* Comparing the native question of U. S, A. mid South Africa, Brand
says: " No other nation is faced with a future bo perilous. Tlioro arc, it is
true, twice as many Negroes in the Southern Rial oh n,s 4horo arc in Smith
Africa, but in the United Stales as a whole the xvhiift population vastly
outnumbers the black. The whites of tlio South have behind them th<>
enormous white reservoir of the North, In South Africa Ihw arc fiv<»
Kaffirs to every white man, and they are increasing i'nM." Had. p. 87. Aim
Ibid, pp. 28-29,
t The question of the Indian population linn acquired groutcr import-
ance since the controversy between Sir Tcj Bahadur Supru, thv Indian
delegate, and General Smuts, the South African doleful o, at the Jmporml
Conference. While the resolution of reciprocity of trcntincmt bt'iwmi tin*
citizens of the British Empire had been accepted South Africa hrw not yrt
recognised the equality of Indians in political rights.

